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and commerce was made. The peculiar character of the Republic made it 
necessary for Holland to determine her attitude towards those typically 
South American conceptions known as the Drago and Calvo Doctrines, 
which find in Venezuela a champion, owing to the occasionally disturbed 
internal conditions. 

The lack of treaties made it possible for Venezuela to resort to numer- 
ous and far-reaching instances of retorsion directed against the commerce 
of Curacao, to which in 1908 the Netherlands retaliated. 

The peculiar international relations with Venezuela led further to col- 
lective diplomatic proceedings on the part of the Powers, including the 
Netherlands, and to naval measures on the Dutch side, of a nature as 
is not usual towards other states. In case measures of a coercive nature 
were taken against Venezuela, the application of the Monroe Doctrine 
complicated the situation, and had to be taken into consideration. 

On the other hand, to balance these proceedings against Venezuela, 
mention must be made of Netherland measures taken exclusively in the 
interests of the Republic : i.e., the expulsion of aliens from Curasao at the 
request of the government of the other country, and the suppression, on 
a wider scale than would be strictly necessary, of the traffic in war 
materials. 

E. N. van Kleppens. 

Yom Eingreifen Amerikas bis zum Zusammenbruch. By Karl Helfferieh. 
Berlin : Ullstein & Co., 1919. pp. 658. 

This is the third and last volume of the author's work entitled Der 
Weltkrieg, and covers the period after the decision to wage unrestricted 
submarine war. In view of the author's position as Minister of the Ex- 
chequer during the war, and his almost constant employment in political 
negotiations, it is not surprising that instead of a general presentation of 
world events with a due regard to proportion, we have before us rather 
a detailed and fairly connected narrative of German parliamentary crises 
and internal conditions as influenced incidentally by the external situation. 
Even from this limited standpoint, however, the book is instructively 
corroborative that "dieser "Wilson" (page 360) did not err in his estimate 
of the autocratic power of the military caste who unmade Chancellors 
(page 126, von Bethmann) and named their successors (page 131, 
Michaelis) and decided other larger internal political questions. They 
met their defeat as parliamentary masters on July 19, 1917, when the 
Reichstag, over their protest (pages 128-130) adopted the peace resolution. 
To this act, and particularly to the "monstrous" conduct of Erzberger 
in proposing it, the author attributes the repulse of the Pope's efforts 
for peace in the summer of 1917 by the Allies and their will to fight on, 
because they now inferred that "the Central Powers were face to face 
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with internal collapse" (page 580). "The seed sown in July, 1917, brought 
its fateful crop in November, 1918" (page 153). This sentence contains 
the thesis of the book. 

Whilst it is free of open rancor towards Germany's "pitiless foes," it 
is a book of a German for Germans — some Germans. It closes with a 
quotation from Treitschke. 

Geohge C. Butte. 



Etudes sur I'Occupation Allemande en Belgique. By Albert Henry. Brus- 
sels: J. Leb&gue & Co. pp. 464. 

L'CEuvre du Comite National de Secours et d' Alimentation pendant la 
Guerre. By Albert Henry. Brussels : J. Lebegue & Co. pp. 361. 

Referring to the books above described, Cardinal Mercier, who writes 
a preface for the second volume, informs us that the author was Secretary- 
General of the Comite National de secours et d' alimentation during the 
recent war and wrote the first-named volume as a witness and the second 
as an informed agent, courageous and tenacious in the service of an under- 
taking which saved the lives of the Belgian people and powerfully con- 
tributed to sustain its morale. 

The first volume, relating to the German occupation in Belgium, opens 
with a spirited review of the conduct of the Germans and certain 
Flemish associates sympathetic with them in furthering the cause of 
Germany. This is followed by a history of the deportation of Belgian 
workmen to Germany, including a narrative of the protestations and inter- 
ventions of neutral Powers with relation thereto. The condition of Belgian 
agriculture during the war .is discussed, and the work closes with a history 
of the National Committee. 

The second volume above referred to covers the work of the National 
Committee, and includes a glance at the historical situation of Belgium 
before the formation of the committee, then describing the difficulties 
of the committee's problem; its Belgian organizers; the assistance of 
neutrals; the struggles with the enemy, and the work of American Com- 
mission for Relief. The problems connected with the importation and 
distribution of supplies and the work of manufacturing under the super- 
vision of the National Committee are dealt with at large. The details of 
the granting of relief to those in various positions, as, for instance, out-of- 
work families of those in the army, children, those discharged from the 
hospitals, etc., receive detailed attention. The general policy of the com- 
mittee is also discussed at large. 

With our point of view, we appreciate the tribute paid to the American 
Commission for its labors and the frank recognition of the value of the 



